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FOCUS ON CRIMINAL STATISTICS 
 

Many figures related to criminal attacks 
and raids over ATM and cash in transit 
in Europe are available and analysed. 
EURICPA members are studying closely 
these data in order to propose efficient 
secured solutions to its clients. What 
lessons can be learned? What trends 
can be underlined? : 

•Attacks are low in countries which 
have chosen secured end-to-end 
transport solutions (Sweden, Belgium 
and France) 
•Installed ATM have grown by 15% 
and 22% over the past 2 years and 
attacks on these installed base have 
become a lucrative business and more 

than 14 million € were robbed in EU 

last year. 
•Robbers techniques have evolved to 
skimming, inside tapping, gas, tech-
niques unknown 2 years ago and 
which represent already 15% of the 
attacks (40% of success). 
 

ATM equipped with maculation systems 
in the safe or the cassettes offers ad-
vantages in terms of security—More 
than 100 000 cassettes are now in use 
in Europe. 
 
The system to be fully efficient should 
be combined with an information cam-
paign and stained notes should not be 
considered as legal tender—as it is the 
case in Sweden.  
.  
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After attending the Euro Cash Users Group Meeting in March hosted by the European Commission and Euro-
pean Central Bank, it was most encouraging to have actual evidence that cash is the preferred method of pay-
ment for many. The ECB presented an excellent report, following their independent review, proving that not 
only was cash hugely popular but it was a cheaper form of transaction than electronic payments. One of the 
reasons why cash is cheaper, is of course the effectiveness of the anti-fraud and theft measures in place. This 
being an area in which our members are expert with regard to containerised cash storage and transport. We 
will continue to offer this expertise to any groups or organisations that require it such as EVA and strive for 
higher efficiency, safety and quality in the market place. In this regard, our members are of course committed, 
through their respective National Mirror Groups, to ensuring that the CEN TC263 WG4 document succeeds as 
a workable and effective document in any country that chooses to use it for the good of Cash In Transit.  
David Milner  
Chairman 

European Intelligent Cash Protection Association May 2007May 2007May 2007May 2007    

Of course, criminals are always looking 
for ways to get round the security meas-
ures and repression remains the most 
efficient way meaning prevention up-
stream. Here again members of 
EURICPA put their tools (DNA traces) 
and bring forward their expertise and sta-
tistics. 

 
CEN TC 263 –NEW MEETING  - 9 MAY  

 

It has been developed to encompass 
Cash Degradation (Neutralization) Sys-
tems designed primarily for use in Cash 
In Transit (CIT) and Automated Teller 
Machine (ATM) operations. 9 countries 
are involved in the process. A working 
document is available and members 
evaluate the work done at 70%. Tests 
protocols still need to be defined. 
 
 

CEN TC 263—WG4: the European Com-
mittee for Standardization works since 
2003 on the drafting of a European Stan-
dard for cash degradation. 
A Technical Committee (TC 263) was set 
up and started to work in 2004. Although, 
the procedure has been at a stand-still 
since August 2006, a new meeting, on 9 
May 2007 in London was organised to 

continue the process. 
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EURO CASH USERS GROUP MEETING—MARCH 2007 

 
Many important subjects on the agenda of this meet-
ing particularly a report from the European Central 
Bank regarding the cost of cash.  
 
Recently in Europe, the cost efficiency of cash, in 
particular in comparison to other means of payment, 
has been questioned and discussed. Cash, remains, 
by far the most widely used payment instrument in 
the euro area. Studies results in Belgium and Nether-
lands draw the following conclusions:  
• The advantage of cash are numerous: univer-

sally accepted, does not require a terminal for 
transactions, guarantees confidentiality... 

• Cash has proven more secure in terms of 
fraud/counterfeiting resistance than electronic 
payment instruments 

• Only moderate potential savings can be 
achieved from a substitution of cash by elec-
tronic means of payments.  

• Most probably, much greater cost savings 
could result from optimising the cash handling 
process, in particular the lodgement processes.  

 
The Eurosystem is committed to contributing in this 
context together with all relevant stakeholders in the 
cash cycle. € in circulation is growing by 10% each 
year and is circulating in Slovenia since January 
2007. 
 
Participants asked the Commission for possible fur-
ther legislative steps in the CIT sector. For the mo-
ment, any legislative initiative need to be properly 
justified on the basis of an impact assessment. The 
Commission invited all interested parties to provide 
input to this effect, so as to pave the way for further 
action in this area.  
 
Another item was brought up by EURICPA chairman 
on the illegality of stained notes. Such item was said 
to be under consideration by the EU Commission 
and ECB. 
 
Next meeting of the ECUG is scheduled in Octo-
ber 2007 in Frankfurt. 
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OUR PARTNERS 
 
MEETING WITH EVA ON 21 
MAY 2007 
 
EVA members presented 
the results of their test on stained notes.  
 
Although all stained samples were rejected from 
the banknote validators, further technical ques-
tions need to be answered (colour and darkness 
of the ink, innovating technologies for better de-
tection) and more tests organised (on various 
types of validators).  
 
EURICPA will contact the Belgian Central Bank to 
organise tests in Belgium. 
 
The legal status of stained notes was mentioned 
and need to be discussed further (on the basis of 
the ECB decision of 2001 on mutilated or dam-
aged banknotes). 
 
Both parties agreed to meet soon to continue the 
work. 
 
 
ESTA—INTERVIEW OF FRANCIS RAVEZ 
 
 
What is the position of ESTA regarding 
transfrontier transportation of cash? And how do you 
foresee the position of the EU Commission on this is-
sue after the debate on the Services Directive? 
 
F.R: Payments and banks/clients relations are 
organised at the national level. Cross border ac-
tivities barely represent 1% of the total move-
ments and are already possible with the appropri-
ate authorisations. The banks are now expected 
to provide a cost/benefit evaluation that would 
allow the EU Commission to conduct an impact 
assessment of this request and possibly envisage 
harmonised rules for CIT activities. 
Risks can not be harmonised and national/local 
regulations are designed to cope with local risk 
profile; there is no one-size-fits-all solution to 
cope with specific risk situations. The national 
regulations are based on third pillar (public secu-
rity) rationale and CIT has to abide by national 
rules and regulations. 
 
Continued next page 
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More intelligent devices in the field beginning 2007 - Estimation of the EU market 

 
    
. 
 

COUNTRIES BOXES CAS-
SETTES 

AUSTRIA 6000  142 

BELGIUM 8700  4000 

DENMARK 7150  25 

FINLAND 3000 - 

FRANCE 54000 42250 

GERMANY 3050 200 

IRELAND 1050 60 

ITALY 1650 260 

NORWAY 1120 2000 

SLOVAKIA 1500 - 

SWEDEN 9800 9000 

SWITZERLAND 2200 1000 

NETHERLANDS 1550 4500 

UNITED KINGDOM 5180 36000 

OTHERS (Spain, 
Croatia…) 

1600 6000 

TOTAL 107550 106087 

CZECH REPUBLIC - 650 

An important part of these indicated 
numbers are CCS Cash Collecting 
systems and Intelligent Lightweight 
safes.       
 
Boxes/suitcases: security case based 
on unique dying technologies for 
perimeter protection. The contents of 
the case are fully protected against 
tampering 
Cassettes: end-to-end transport of 
ATM cassettes 

INTERVIEW OF FRANCIS RAVEZ (continued) 
 
What important issue will be discussed at the next ESTA conference in June? Are you also going to present CIT at-
tacks figures as you usually do and make them available for EURICPA? 
 
F.R: The main issue is the future of cash. Our industry is faced to the cashless ideology supported by the 
banking community and several regulators whilst cash is recognised by numerous academic researches 
as an efficient payment instrument. The banking community would like to replace state money, cash, by 
private money, cards, which are a major revenue stream for their industry. The regulators should not be 
allowed to confuse the societal interest with the banking community interests. 
Attack and loss data will be available, after Tallinn conference, for selected audience, with signature of a 
confidentiality agreement. 
 
In what way are you going to support Banknote Watch (as announced at the previous ECUG meeting)? 
 
F.R: Banknote Watch receives our full support, and I happen to be a Director of BNWI. This topic was in-
deed introduced by EPC as an agenda topic at the last ECUG meeting, but with no preparation and with-
out the required briefing and presentation. ECUG Chairman should table it again and invite A. Townsend 
at the next meeting. 
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EURICPA participated to the Summit on Cash and Valuables in Transit organised 
by the British Security Industry Association and the GMB Union - 10th May in Lon-
don - The aim was to examine the attacks and develop a plan on how to reduce CIT 
crime in the longer term. 

 

EFMA Conference on Cash processing -improving the efficiency of cash—24/25 
May in Frankfurt - Key areas to be addressed: optimising the handling of cash and auto-
mating its collection. 

 

ESTA Conference - 3/5 June 2007 in Tallinn– The future of cash in Europe - EU 
laws and regulations, security and insurances issues will be dealt with. 

 

A call for proposals for action grants for the European Crime prevention pro-
gramme, intended to co-finance national or transnational projects was published on 9 
May 2007. The deadline for applications is 16 July 2007: 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/funding/isec/funding_isec_en.htm. 

EURICPA IN THE PRESSEURICPA IN THE PRESSEURICPA IN THE PRESSEURICPA IN THE PRESS    

    

EURICPA a.i.s.b.l.  
Rue du Luxembourg 19-21 
B-1000 Brussels 
Tel. : +32 2 506 88 31 
Email : generalsecretary@euricpa.org 

La Vie des Agences published a special 
file on CIT in March 2007. David Milner 
talked about EU harmonisation and an-
nounced the number of intelligent devices 
in Europe. 


